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The Knightly News 
Knights of Columbus St. Joseph Council 9202 

Division II, District 5 APRIL 2021 
 

COUNCIL 9202 KNIGHTLY NEWS 
LITURGICAL YEAR 2021 - YEAR OF ST JOSEPH 

He can no longer have God for his Father, who has not the Church for his 
Mother. 

GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
(Excerpts & amended for the April Knightly 

News; see Website kofcsj.com) 
 

Dear Brother Knights,  

 

 I would like to wish everyone a Happy Easter. Better 

days are here! Thank God!  

 

The Knights Mass & Rosary was Easter Sunday and is every first Sunday 

and the rosary starts at 7:15 am. It is winter wear, dark suit and tie, and we 

will say the rosary from the pews, Brother John Freschi leading. Thank you 

Brother Bob Beasley for organizing the liturgy team for the Knights masses.  

 

Join us online every first Wednesday of the month 7 pm for Council 

(business) meetings. Join us and hear our Chaplain Jesus Hernandez’s 

opening prayer and Chaplains report and catch-up with the latest Council’s 

Good Works. Don’t miss another one.  

 

Have you heard of FlockNote yet? This is St. Joseph’s communication tool 

of choice. Text SAINTJOE to 84576 or go online to FlockNote .com and 

find your church, type in your zip code and click on St. Joseph. You will get 

an email and follow the instructions. The Knights will be using this as a sec-

ondary way of messaging you as well.  

 

The passing of PGK, SK Joe Accurso March 22, 2021 is a huge blow to our 

council. He loved serving his country and the Knights of Columbus. Brother 

Joe served as Grand Knight for the year 2012 -13. Brother Joe helped the 

Knights with anything that had to do with printing and mailing for our 

events and calendar and was a behind the scene leader and coordinator. He 

will truly be missed. Pray for him and his family. God Bless you Joe!  

 

STAND UP FOR YOUR COUNTRY, BE 
PROUD, BE BOLD AND  GOD BLESS  
AMERICA.  
 
David Rogers, Grand Knight  

See Pages 16 - 18 for the 
beginning of Pope Francis 

Apostolic  Letter “Patris 
Corte”  

 
 

SK PGK Brother  
Joe Accurso 

MEMORIAL MASS 

See Pages 10 & 11. 

St. Cyprian of Carthage, Treatise I 
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APRIL 2021 
 

THE KNIGHT’S MASS 

EASTER SUNDAY 

“This is My Body...” 

“I am the Resurrection 
and the Life” 

“This is the Chalice 
of My Blood…” 

Through Him and with 
Him and in Him… 

Behold the Lamb of God 

Ita Missa Est - We Are Sent 
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MARCH 2021 
 

KNIGHTS MASS IN APRIL 2021 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Detention Ministry - Brother Terry L. Gilbeau, Chancellor 

(Visit the website for the Prayer Guide link) 

 READING 1 –  
Acts of the Apostles 10:34, 37-43  
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles  
34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that 
God does not show favoritism.37 You know what has happened 
throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after 
the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went 
around doing good and healing all who were under the power 
of the devil, because God was with him.  
39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the 
Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a 
cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and 
caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, 
but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who 
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He com-
manded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 
43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who be-
lieves in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM -  
Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23  
/R/ This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be 
glad.  
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,  
for his mercy endures forever.  
Let the house of Israel say,  
“His mercy endures forever”.  
 
/R/  
“The right hand of the Lord has struck with power;  
The right hand of the Lord is exalted.  
I shall not die, but live,  
and declare the works of the Lord.  
/R/  
 
The stone which the builders rejected  
has become the cornerstone.  
By the Lord this has been done;  
it is wonderful in our eyes.  
/R/  
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APRIL 2021 

KNIGHTS MASS IN APRIL 2021 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Detention Ministry - Brother Terry L. Gilbeau, Chancellor 

(Visit the website for the Prayer Guide link) 

READING 2 –  
Colossians 3:1-4  
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians  
Brothers and sisters:  
1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts 
on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 
God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 

For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 

When Christ, who is your] life, appears, then you also will ap-
pear with him in glory.  

SEQUENCE (Hymn to the Victor)  
Christians, to the Paschal Victim  
Offer your thankful praises!  
A Lamb the sheep redeems;  
Christ, who only is sinless,  
Reconciles sinners to the Father,  
Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous;  
The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal.  
Speak, Mary, declaring  
What you saw, wayfaring.  
“The tomb of Christ, who is living  
The glory of Jesus’ resurrection;  
Bright angels attesting,  
The shroud and napkin resting.  
Yes, Christ my hope is arisen;  
To Galilee he goes before you”.  
Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining.  
Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning!  
Amen  
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For, if the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised, and if Christ has 
not been raised, your faith is vain and you are still in your sins. 1 COR 15:16-17. 
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APRIL 2021 
 

KNIGHTS MASS IN APRIL 2021 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Detention Ministry - Brother Terry L. Gilbeau, Chancellor 

(Visit the website for the Prayer Guide link) 

GOSPEL – John 20:1-9  
A reading of the holy Gospel according to John  
1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know 
where they have put him!”  
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both 
were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached 
the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of 
linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came 
along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the 
strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been 
wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its 
place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who 
had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and be-
lieved. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus 
had to rise from the dead.)  

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA  
Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sac-
rificed;  
Let us feast with joy in the Lord.  

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA  

https://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4554
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ALIANO DOROTEO 

BOYLE                                    PETER                

DOLINA                                   SID                  

FLORES (Reverand)                                  ERIC                 

FONTES PHILIP 

KELLY CRAIG 

KIESEL                                   PAUL                 

LUND                                     CHRISTOPHER          

MARTI JOSEPH 

MC CARLEY DAVID                

MEDEIROS                                 MARK                 

MUELLER JOHN 

PRICE RAYMOND 

QUIBAL                                   SANDY NITO           

RACEK                                    WAYNE                

ROBINSON                                 BRUCE                

RODRIGUEZ   Deacon                             JESUS  Deacon              

ROSE ALBERT 

RUIZ EMILIANO 

SMIT                                     RONALD               

SOLICH                                   FRANCIS              

VERGARA GONZALO 

A GREAT TEAM 
When Brothers bring  
non-perishable food 

to  
The Knights Business Meetings... 

MT 25:31-46.  “I was hungry and you fed 

me.  I was naked and you clothed me. I 

was in prison and you visited me.   

 

When LORD did we ….. 

When you did it for the least of my broth-

April Birthdays  
Happy Birthday & Many More 

BACHINI ALFREDO 

BAHENA MARIO 

BEASLEY                                  ROBERT               

BESSELING                                JOHN                 

BRADY  (Reverend)                                  VINCENT              

CATADA, REV FR. APOLONIO 

CUNNINGHAM                               FRED                 

DENZLER                                  PAUL                 

DE VITO PAUL 

DIAZ LARRY 

EDWARDS                                  KEVIN                

FELIX                                    DARRYL               

FERNANDEZ EDUARDO 

HUGHES MATTHEW 

KREMPELY, Sr.                                MICHAEL              

LUCI                                     DAVID                

MARANZINO MICHAEL 

MC DERMOTT CHARLES 

MEDEIROS                                 FELISBERTO           

MUNSON DANIEL 

NEVES                                    FRANK                

OUIMET                                   RENALD               

PADILLA. (new) ROBERTO              

POUPORE                                  GERALD               

RAMIREZ                                  SALVADOR             

SACCO                                    STEPHEN              

VENJOHN JEROME 

WOOD                                     RONALD               

 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 9202 

Columbian Year 2021 
 

Grand Knight 

David Rogers 916-462-0405 

 

Chaplain 

Fr. Jesus Hernandez 

916-645-2102 

 

Deputy Grand Knight 

Frank Neves 916-408-7205 

 

Chancellor 

Terry L. Gilbeau 916-749-5824 

 

Warden 

Peter Boyle 916-704-2707 

 

Recorder 

Robert Hong 916-335-5079 

 

Treasurer 

Don Budde 916-543-0674 

 

Advocate 

Arnie Knipp 925-787-5613 

 

Financial Secretary 

Gary Eide  

916-295-3066 

 

Lecturer 

       Mike Delaney 916-521-1646 

 

Inside Guard 

Renald Quimet 916-824-5206 

 

Outside Guards 

Marty Munoz 916-409-0575 

Doug Freund 916-716-8466 

 

Trustees 

Wally Quintero 408-710-2721  

Steve Milo 916-705-1040 

Chris Moloney 916-717-9991  

 
The Knightly News is the monthly publication 

of the Knights of Columbus Council 9202.  All 

news, feature and opinion articles submitted 
must be signed by the author and are subject to 

space available and copyright laws.  No article 

printed herein should be construed to represent 
anyone but the views of the author. 

 

Editorial Staff -  

Vic Albertazzi, Roger F. Espiritu  

Mike Delaney, Editor & Publisher 

(916) 521-1646. 

miked2531@gmail.com 

 

  
 

Please visit the  

Prayer Chapel 

“More things are 

wrought by prayer 

than this world 

dreams of.” 

May Birthdays  
Happy Birthday & Many More 

VISIT OUR  WEBSITE. 
www.kofcsj.com 
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Brothers:  

 

Due to health concerns, some council’s activities were post-

poned this past year, however we need to continue being lead-

ers in our community. Set A Good Example for others to follow.  

 

The recommendation for councils returning back in-person is 

to practice social distancing and following all covid-19 guidelines. 

  

This past month we had other Exemplification. This is one of my favorite 

times. I get the chance to see Brother Knight and Catholic men band together 

and stand side by side and pledge allegiance to God and Country. This is a 

sight to behold. 

 

We have elections coming up and we will need to start looking for new offi-

cers. In every man's life there is a time to stand up and be a leader. Whether 

it's in your family or in the community. So let's support our brothers and 

keep it going strong. Just because you have served does not mean you are 

done serving. For our service to God and Country is only over when God 

calls us home. 

 

Please don’t forget to prepare and submit the Columbian Award Application. 

Brothers let us remember all of knights who have passed and pray to the end 

of abortion.  

 

Let’s us also remember the homeless, sick, lonely persons, our widows, mili-

tary service persons, and Peace officers, 

 

Thank You. 

 

 

 

 

DD.SK. Pete Lopez, District 5,  

Cell 916-380-1970,  

petelopez711@hotmail.com 

7 Knightly News APRIL 2021 DISTRICT DEPUTY REPORT 
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APRIL 2021 COUNCIL MEETING 

Brothers: 

 

Having trouble connecting to our monthly chapter video conference? 

 

I am offering my expertise to show you how to set up your PC so you can 

connect to and participate in our chapter meetings. 

 

You need a camera that can be connected to your computer, or is part of 

your monitor / laptop. I will show you 

how to connect to the meeting pro-

gram, to adjust your camera and mi-

crophone, and the basic operation of 

the program. If you do not have a cam-

era, I can show you where to get one. 

 

Please do not wait until meeting 

day, call earlier. 

 

The Original 
STAR SPANGLED 

BANNER 

Please pray the Rosary be-
fore every Meeting. 
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IMPORTANT 
BROTHERS,  

NOTIFY 
The FINANCIAL 
Secretary Gary 

Eide of  
ANY eMAIL or  

POSTAL OR ANY 
STATUS 

CHANGES. 
IMPORTANT 

Please visit 

the  

“More things are 

wrought by prayer 

than this world 

dreams of.” 

28 Brothers 
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I delayed the April 2021 Knightly News to include Past Grand Knight, Sir Knight Brother Joe Accurso Me-

morial Funeral Mass. And United States Air Force Memorial.  Photos are on Pages  14 & 15. 

 

This Lecturer’s particular topic that requires inquiry and investigation of singular importance is the Pro-

abortion Catholic politician.   

 

 

 

 

 

Found two articles: 
 

Biden, Pelosi, Abortion and the ‘Devout Catholic’ Dodge, Lauretta Brown, National Catholic 

Register, Washington-based staff writer, January 26, 2021. See pages 12 & 13. 

 
USCCB president Archbishop José Gomez’s statement that abortion is “not only a private matter” stands in 
contrast to the argument of President Biden and other pro-abortion Catholic politicians that they are 
“personally pro-life” but cannot make the decision for others. 
 
Archbishop Gomez’s statement that abortion is “not only a private matter” and is “a direct attack on human 
life,” stands in contrast to the argument of pro-abortion Catholic politicians that they are personally pro-life but 
cannot make the decision for others.  
 
Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of Pelosi’s home archdiocese of San Francisco replied to this in 
a statement Thursday, saying, “Nancy Pelosi does not speak for the Catholic Church. She speaks as a high-
level important government leader, and as a private citizen. And on the question of the equal dignity of hu-
man life in the womb, she also speaks in direct contradiction to a fundamental human right that Catholic 
teaching has consistently championed for 2,000 years.”  

 

Archbishop Naumann: Biden’s self-contradictory Catholicism on abortion deserves correction  

CNA Staff, Feb 16, 2021 / 16:18 pm America/Denver (CNA). See Pages 14 & 15. 

 
President Joe Biden’s long self-presentation as a devout Catholic contradicts his strong political stands back-
ing abortion. For Archbishop Joseph Naumann, this means Biden needs to acknowledge this, and the bish-
ops need to correct him. 
 
“The president should stop defining himself as a devout Catholic, and acknowledge that his view on abortion 
is contrary to Catholic moral teaching. It would be a more honest approach from him to say he disagreed with 
his Church on this important issue and that he was acting contrary to Church teaching,” Naumann, the 
Archbishop of Kansas City in Kansas 
 
With Vice President Kamala Harris, Biden has emphasized his commitment to appointing pro-abortion rights 
federal judges and to codifying pro-abortion court precedents into federal law. 
 
The issue of how Catholic clergy should respond to pro-abortion rights politicians came up during Biden’s 
campaign for president. Naumann’s Catholic World Report interview discussed the actions of Fr. Robert 
Morey, a South Carolina priest who refused to give Holy Communion to Biden at Mass in 2019 because of 
his abortion stance. 
  
“I think he was acting on and following his conscience,” the archbishop said of the priest. “I believe the presi-
dent has the responsibility not to present himself for Holy Communion.” 

Page 9 Knightly News  

APRIL 2021 
THE LECTURER’S PAGE 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/san-francisco-archbishop-responds-to-speaker-nancy-pelosi-no-catholic-in-good-conscience-can-favor-abortion-98251
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 CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF PAST 
GRAND KNIGHT JOE ACCURSO 

MEMORIAL MASS 

PRAYING THE 

 R  O  S  A  R  Y 

The First Glorious Mystery 
The Resurrection 

 

 

Behold the Lamb of God.. 
say but the Word and my 

soul shall be healed. 

Joe Junior  
remembers  
Joe Senior 

Sir Knight Ron Roussey presents the MLA 2778 Letter of Condolence to Leslie and Family. 

Grand Knight David 
Rogers presents a 
Personal Letter of 

Condolence to Wife 
Leslie & Family 
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Page 11 Knightly News  APRIL 2021 HONORING THE SERVICE OF LT. 
COL (RET.) JOE ACCURSO 
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Page 12 Knightly News  APRIL 2021 
 

Biden, Pelosi, Abortion and the ‘Devout Catholic’ Dodge 
 

USCCB president Archbishop José Gomez’s statement that abortion is “not only a private 
matter” stands in contrast to the argument of President Biden and other pro-abortion 
Catholic politicians that they are “personally pro-life” but cannot make the decision for 
others. 
 
The issue of President Joe Biden’s avowed Catholicism in contrast with his staunch support of 
abortion was highlighted on day one of his administration. The administration adopted the line of 
defense of insisting that Biden was a “devout Catholic” in response to a question about abortion, a 

tactic also employed by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., another baptized Catholic who is pro-abortion.  
 
EWTN’s Owen Jensen asked White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki about two major “concerns for pro-life 
Americans” — namely the Hyde Amendment, which bars tax dollars from funding abortions, and the Mexico City 
Policy, which prevents tax dollars from funding abortions overseas. President Biden has opposed both these poli-
cies and promised to take steps to reverse them, so Jensen asked “what is President Biden planning on doing on 
those two items right now?” 
 
“I think we’ll have more to say on the Mexico City Policy in the coming days,” Psaki replied, “but I will just take the 
opportunity to remind all of you that he is a devout Catholic and somebody who attends church regularly. He 
started his day attending church with his family this morning, but I don’t have anything more for you on that.” (The 
next day, Dr. Anthony Fauci, the chief medical adviser to the president, confirmed to the World Health Organiza-
tion that Biden “will revoke the Mexico City Policy in the coming days.”) 
 
Psaki’s invocation of President Biden’s Catholic faith in response to a question about abortion was strange given 
that Jensen did not even reference Biden’s faith in his question — and also given that the Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church states that “since the first century the Church has affirmed the moral evil of every procured abortion. 
This teaching has not changed and remains unchangeable. Direct abortion, that is to say, abortion willed either as 
an end or a means, is gravely contrary to the moral law.”  
  
‘Not Only a Private Matter’ 
 
Recently, and amid some internal controversy, Archbishop José Gomez of Los Angeles, the president of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), marked President Biden’s inauguration by releasing 
a statement saying that “our new President has pledged to pursue certain policies that would advance moral evils 
and threaten human life and dignity, most seriously in the areas of abortion, contraception, marriage, and gender.”  

He emphasized that “the continued injustice of abortion remains the ‘preeminent priority.’ Preeminent does not 
mean ‘only.’ We have deep concerns about many threats to human life and dignity in our society. But as Pope 
Francis teaches, we cannot stay silent when nearly a million unborn lives are being cast aside in our country year 
after year through abortion. Abortion is a direct attack on life that also wounds the woman and undermines the 
family. It is not only a private matter, it raises troubling and fundamental questions of fraternity, solidarity, and in-
clusion in the human community. It is also a matter of social justice. We cannot ignore the reality that abortion 
rates are much higher among the poor and minorities, and that the procedure is regularly used to eliminate chil-
dren who would be born with disabilities.”  
 
“Rather than impose further expansions of abortion and contraception, as he has promised, I am hopeful that the 
new President and his administration will work with the Church and others of good will,” the statement added. 
 
Archbishop Gomez’s statement that abortion is “not only a private matter” and is “a direct attack on hu-
man life,” stands in contrast to the argument of pro-abortion Catholic politicians that they are personally 
pro-life but cannot make the decision for others.  

 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/on-inauguration-day-white-house-mum-on-hyde-amendment-mexico-city-policy-59729
https://www.ncregister.com/news/biden-100-days
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9bEd2kbFWw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9bEd2kbFWw&feature=youtu.be
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s2c2a5.htm
https://www.ncregister.com/cna/in-unprecedented-move-cardinal-cupich-criticizes-usccb-statement-on-joe-biden
https://www.usccb.org/news/2021/usccb-presidents-statement-inauguration-joseph-r-biden-jr-46th-president-united-states
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In 2015, Biden told America magazine that he accepted “on faith” that human life begins at conception but that he 
was unwilling to impose that view on others. “I’m prepared to accept that at the moment of conception there’s hu-
man life and being,” he said at the time, “but I’m not prepared to say that to other God-fearing, non-God-fearing 
people that have a different view.” 
 
Another baptized Catholic, former presidential candidate John Kerry, took a similar stance, saying in the second 
2004 presidential debate that “I cannot tell you how deeply I respect the belief about life and when it begins. I’m a 
Catholic — raised a Catholic. I was an altar boy. Religion has been a huge part of my life, helped lead me through 
a war, leads me today. But I can’t take what is an article of faith for me and legislate it for someone who doesn’t 
share that article of faith, whether they be agnostic, atheist, Jew, Protestant, whatever. I can’t do that.” 
  
Pelosi’s ‘Sacred Ground’ 
 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has taken this stance a step further, and frequently invokes her faith in response to 
questions about abortion in a similar fashion to Psaki’s comment this week. In January 2015, when asked if an un-
born child 20 weeks into a pregnancy was a human being, she replied that “as a mother of five in six years, I have 
great standing on this issue, a great understanding of it, more than my colleagues. In fact, one day many years ago 
— maybe even before you were born — when I was a new Member of Congress, as a Catholic and mom of five, 
opposing some In 2015, Biden told America magazine that he accepted “on faith” that human life begins at concep-
tion but that he was unwilling to impose that view on others. “I’m prepared to accept that at the moment of concep-
tion there’s human life and being,” he said at the time, “but I’m not prepared to say that to other God-fearing, non-
God-fearing people that have a different view.” 
 
of the initiatives similar to — in the same vein of what we have today, one of the Republican Members got up and 
said: Nancy Pelosi thinks she knows more about having babies than the Pope. Yeah. That would be true. So in any 
event, this is up to women, their conscience, their God, their doctors, their health, their faith and survival. And that 
is about what the decision should be.”  
 
When asked in October 2015, “Is an unborn baby with a human heart and a human liver a human being?” 
she replied, “I am a devout, practicing Catholic, a mother of five children. When my baby was born, my fifth child, 
my oldest child was six years old. I think I know more about this subject than you, with all due respect.” 
 
Pelosi has gone even further in the past in attempting to identify her Catholic faith with her beliefs on abortion. In 
2013 when asked about late-term abortion she said, “As a practicing and respectful Catholic, this is sacred ground 
to me when we talk about this. I don’t think it should have anything to do with politics.” 
 
More recently, in a Jan. 18 podcast with former senator and presidential candidate Hillary Clinton, Pelosi said that 
the fact that pro-life voters supported former President Donald Trump was an issue that “gives me great grief as a 
Catholic,” claiming that these voters “were willing to sell the whole democracy down the river for that one issue.” 

 
Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of Pelosi’s home archdiocese of San Francisco replied 
to this in a statement Thursday, saying, “Nancy Pelosi does not speak for the Catholic 
Church. She speaks as a high-level important government leader, and as a private citizen. 
And on the question of the equal dignity of human life in the womb, she also speaks in 
direct contradiction to a fundamental human right that Catholic teaching has consistently 
championed for 2,000 years.”  
 
“There are many issues of very grave moral consequence that Catholics must weigh in 

good conscience when they vote,” he said. “But one thing is clear: No Catholic in good conscience can 
favor abortion. ‘Right to choose’ is a smokescreen for perpetuating an entire industry that profits from one 
of the most heinous evils imaginable. Our land is soaked with the blood of the innocent, and it must stop.” 
 
Lauretta Brown, National Catholic Register, Washington-based staff writer, January 26, 2021. 

https://www.americamagazine.org/issue/everyones-entitled-dignity
https://www.nytimes.com/2004/10/08/politics/campaign/the-presidential-candidates-2nd-debate-these-are-the.html
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/transcript-of-pelosi-press-conference-today-jan-22-2015
https://www.americamagazine.org/issue/everyones-entitled-dignity
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/nancy-pelosi-defends-stance-abortion/story?id=34179647
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/catholic-groups-slam-pelosis-claim-that-abortion-is-sacred-ground
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/house-speaker-nancy-pelosi-implies-religious-pro-lifers-are-sellouts-62788
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/san-francisco-archbishop-responds-to-speaker-nancy-pelosi-no-catholic-in-good-conscience-can-favor-abortion-98251
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Archbishop Naumann: Biden’s self-contradictory Catholicism on abortion  
deserves correction 

 

President Joe Biden’s long self-presentation as a devout Catholic contradicts his 
strong political stands backing abortion. For Archbishop Joseph Naumann, this 
means Biden needs to acknowledge this, and the bishops need to correct him. 
  
“The president should stop defining himself as a devout Catholic, and acknowl-
edge that his view on abortion is contrary to Catholic moral teaching. It would be a 
more honest approach from him to say he disagreed with his Church on this im-

portant issue and that he was acting contrary to Church teaching,” Naumann, the Archbishop of 
Kansas City in Kansas, told Catholic World Report in an interview published Feb. 13. 
  
“When he says he is a devout Catholic, we bishops have the responsibility to correct him. Although 
people have given this president power and authority, he cannot define what it is to be a Catholic 
and what Catholic moral teaching is,” the archbishop added. 
  
“What he is doing now is usurping the role of the bishops and confusing people. He’s declaring that 
he’s Catholic, and is going to force people to support abortion through their tax dollars. The bishops 
need to correct him, as the president is acting contrary to the Catholic faith,” he said. 
  
Archbishop Naumann also serves as chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Commit-
tee on Pro-Life Activities. In that role, he issued the bishops’ swift response to Biden’s Jan. 22 state-
ment backing legal abortion on the anniversary of Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision. 
  
“We strongly urge the president to reject abortion and promote life-affirming aid to women and com-
munities in need,” said the U.S. bishops’ statement.  
  
Naumann’s interview comes just weeks after Biden became the second Catholic to serve as U.S. 
president, with administration officials making a point to emphasize his Mass attendance. 
  
While in the past, as a U.S. Senator from Delaware, Biden had supported some restrictions on abor-
tion and abortion funding, Biden has since backed the repeal of the Hyde Amendment, which bars 
most federal funding of abortions. 
  
At a Jan. 20 press briefing on the first day of Biden’s presidency, Owen Jensen of EWTN News 
asked White House press secretary Jen Psaki what Biden plans to do regarding the Hyde Amend-
ment and the Mexico City Policy. 
  
Psaki did not give any details. 
  
“But I will just take the opportunity to remind all of you that he (Biden) is a devout Catholic, and 
somebody who attends church regularly,” Psaki told reporters. “He started his day with attending his 
church this morning.” 
 
In the early days of his presidency, Biden repealed the Mexico City Policy, which bars federal fund-
ing of foreign NGOs that promote or perform abortions as a method of family planning. With Vice 
President Kamala Harris, Biden has emphasized his commitment to appointing pro-abortion rights 
federal judges and to codifying pro-abortion court precedents into federal law. 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/02/13/archbishop-naumann-president-biden-should-stop-defining-himself-as-a-devout-catholic/
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The issue of how Catholic clergy should respond to pro-abortion rights politicians came up during 
Biden’s campaign for president. Naumann’s Catholic World Report interview discussed the actions 
of Fr. Robert Morey, a South Carolina priest who refused to give Holy Communion to Biden at Mass 
in 2019 because of his abortion stance. 
  
“I think he was acting on and following his conscience,” the archbishop said of the priest. “I believe 
the president has the responsibility not to present himself for Holy Communion.” 
  
“When Catholics receive the Eucharist, they are acknowledging the Real Presence of Jesus, and 
also belief in the teachings of the Church,” the archbishop said. “President Biden doesn’t believe in 
the Church’s teachings on the Sanctity of Human Life, and he should not put the priest in the situa-
tion where he has to decide whether or not to allow him to receive the Eucharist. He should know 
that after 78 years as a Catholic.” 
  
Naumann said his “greatest concern” is the possible elimination of the Hyde Amendment. 
  
During the 2004 U.S. election year, the U.S. bishops issued a statement “Catholics in Political Life” 
that left to individual bishops the decision to withhold Holy Communion to pro-abortion politicians. 
  
That same year, then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, had sent a letter to Theodore McCarrick, then-Archbishop of Washington, with the expectation 
that it be read to fellow bishops. 
  
The letter said that pro-abortion politicians, after first being admonished by their pastor on Church 
teaching and warned against presenting themselves for Communion, “are not to be admitted to holy 
communion.” 
  
Church law’s definition of “manifest” participation in “grave sin” applies “in the case of a Catholic 
politician, as his consistently campaigning and voting for permissive abortion and euthanasia laws,” 
said Ratzinger, who would be elected Pope Benedict XVI at the 2005 conclave. 
  
McCarrick read some but not all of the letter to his fellow bishops at their summer 2014 meeting, 
omitting key parts. He said that Ratzinger had agreed with the bishops’ decision to leave the judg-
ment about withholding Holy Communion up to each individual bishop. Ratzinger’s entire letter was 
reported to the public afterward. 
  
Other topics in Naumann’s Catholic World Report interview included reflections on the March for 
Life, a proposed Kansas constitutional amendment to reject a state Supreme Court finding of a right 
to abortion, the ethical permissibility of vaccines and whether their use should be obligatory, and 
legislation like the proposed federal Equality Act, which could coerce religious institutions to act 
against their religious beliefs. 
 
CNA Staff, Feb 16, 2021 / 16:18 pm America/Denver (CNA). 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/02/13/archbishop-naumann-president-biden-should-stop-defining-himself-as-a-devout-catholic/
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APOSTOLIC LETTER 

PATRIS CORDE 
OF THE HOLY FATHER 

FRANCIS 
ON THE 150th ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE PROCLAMATION OF SAINT JOSEPH 
AS PATRON OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH 

  
4. An accepting father 
 

Joseph accepted Mary unconditionally. He trusted in the angel’s words.  “The nobility of Joseph’s heart is such that what 
he learned from the law he made dependent on charity. Today, in our world where psychological, verbal and physical 

violence towards women is so evident, Joseph appears as the figure of a respectful and sensitive man. Even though he 
does not understand the bigger picture, he makes a decision to protect Mary’s good name, her dignity and her life. In 

his hesitation about how best to act, God helped him by enlightening his judgment”.[18]  

 
Often in life, things happen whose meaning we do not understand. Our first reaction is frequently one of disappointment 

and rebellion. Joseph set aside his own ideas in order to accept the course of events and, mysterious as they seemed, to 
embrace them, take responsibility for them and make them part of his own history. Unless we are reconciled with our 

own history, we will be unable to take a single step forward, for we will always remain hostage to our expectations and 

the disappointments that follow. 
 

The spiritual path that Joseph traces for us is not one that explains, but accepts. Only as a result of this acceptance, this 
reconciliation, can we begin to glimpse a broader history, a deeper meaning. We can almost hear an echo of the impas-

sioned reply of Job to his wife, who had urged him to rebel against the evil he endured: “Shall we receive the good at 
the hand of God, and not receive the bad?” (Job 2:10). 

 

Joseph is certainly not passively resigned, but courageously and firmly proactive. In our own lives, acceptance and wel-
come can be an expression of the Holy Spirit’s gift of fortitude. Only the Lord can give us the strength needed to accept 

life as it is, with all its contradictions, frustrations and disappointments. 
 

Jesus’ appearance in our midst is a gift from the Father, which makes it possible for each of us to be reconciled to the 

flesh of our own history, even when we fail to understand it completely. 
 

Just as God told Joseph: “Son of David, do not be afraid!” (Mt 1:20), so he seems to tell us: “Do not be afraid!” We 
need to set aside all anger and disappointment, and to embrace the way things are, even when they do not turn out as 

we wish. Not with mere resignation but with hope and courage. In this way, we become open to a deeper meaning. Our 
lives can be miraculously reborn if we find the courage to live them in accordance with the Gospel. It does not matter if 

everything seems to have gone wrong or some things can no longer be fixed. God can make flowers spring up from 

stony ground. Even if our heart condemns us, “God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything” (1 Jn 3:20). 
Here, once again, we encounter that Christian realism which rejects nothing that exists. Reality, in its mysterious and 

irreducible complexity, is the bearer of existential meaning, with all its lights and shadows. Thus, the Apostle Paul can 
say: “We know that all things work together for good, for those who love God” (Rom 8:28). To which Saint Augustine 

adds, “even that which is called evil (etiam illud quod malum dicitur)”.[19] In this greater perspective, faith gives mean-

ing to every event, however happy or sad. 

Nor should we ever think that believing means finding facile and comforting solutions. The faith Christ taught us is what 
we see in Saint Joseph. He did not look for shortcuts, but confronted reality with open eyes and accepted personal re-

sponsibility for it. 

Joseph’s attitude encourages us to accept and welcome others as they are, without exception, and to show special con-
cern for the weak, for God chooses what is weak (cf. 1 Cor 1:27). He is the “Father of orphans and protector of wid-

ows” (Ps 68:6), who commands us to love the stranger in our midst.[20]  I like to think that it was from Saint Joseph 
that Jesus drew inspiration for the parable of the prodigal son and the merciful father (cf. Lk 15:11-32). 

PATRIS CORDE - PARAGRAPHS 4, 5 & 6 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html#_ftn18
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5. A creatively courageous father  
 
If the first stage of all true interior healing is to accept our personal history and embrace even the things in life that we 

did not choose, we must now add another important element: creative courage. This emerges especially in the way we 

deal with difficulties. In the face of difficulty, we can either give up and walk away, or somehow engage with it. At 
times, difficulties bring out resources we did not even think we had. 

 
As we read the infancy narratives, we may often wonder why God did not act in a more direct and clear way. Yet God 

acts through events and people.  Joseph was the man chosen by God to guide the beginnings of the history of redemp-
tion. He was the true “miracle” by which God saves the child and his mother. God acted by trusting in Joseph’s creative 

courage. Arriving in Bethlehem and finding no lodging where Mary could give birth, Joseph took a stable and, as best he 

could, turned it into a welcoming home for the Son of God come into the world (cf. Lk 2:6-7). Faced with imminent dan-
ger from Herod, who wanted to kill the child, Joseph was warned once again in a dream to protect the child, and rose in 

the middle of the night to prepare the flight into Egypt (cf. Mt 2:13-14). 
 

A superficial reading of these stories can often give the impression that the world is at the mercy of the strong and 

mighty, but the “good news” of the Gospel consists in showing that, for all the arrogance and violence of worldly pow-
ers, God always finds a way to carry out his saving plan. So too, our lives may at times seem to be at the mercy of the 

powerful, but the Gospel shows us what counts. God always finds a way to save us, provided we show the same crea-
tive courage as the carpenter of Nazareth, who was able to turn a problem into a possibility by trusting always in divine 

providence. 
 

If at times God seems not to help us, surely this does not mean that we have been abandoned, but instead are being 

trusted to plan, to be creative, and to find solutions ourselves. 
 

That kind of creative courage was shown by the friends of the paralytic, who lowered him from the roof in order to bring 
him to Jesus (cf. Lk 5:17-26). Difficulties did not stand in the way of those friends’ boldness and persistence. They were 

convinced that Jesus could heal the man, and “finding no way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on 

the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the middle of the crowd in front of Jesus. When he saw 
their faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven you’” (vv. 19-20). Jesus recognized the creative faith with which they 

sought to bring their sick friend to him. 
 

The Gospel does not tell us how long Mary, Joseph and the child remained in Egypt. Yet they certainly needed to eat, to 

find a home and employment. It does not take much imagination to fill in those details. The Holy Family had to face 
concrete problems like every other family, like so many of our migrant brothers and sisters who, today too, risk their 

lives to escape misfortune and hunger. In this regard, I consider Saint Joseph the special patron of all those forced to 
leave their native lands because of war, hatred, persecution and poverty. 

 
At the end of every account in which Joseph plays a role, the Gospel tells us that he gets up, takes the child and his 

mother, and does what God commanded him (cf. Mt 1:24; 2:14.21). Indeed, Jesus and Mary his Mother are the most 

precious treasure of our faith.[21] 
 

In the divine plan of salvation, the Son is inseparable from his Mother, from Mary, who “advanced in her pilgrimage of 
faith, and faithfully persevered in her union with her Son until she stood at the cross”.[22] 

We should always consider whether we ourselves are protecting Jesus and Mary, for they are also mysteriously en-
trusted to our own responsibility, care and safekeeping. The Son of the Almighty came into our world in a state of great 

vulnerability. He needed to be defended, protected, cared for and raised by Joseph. God trusted Joseph, as did Mary, 
who found in him someone who would not only save her life, but would always provide for her and her child. In this 

sense, Saint Joseph could not be other than the Guardian of the Church, for the Church is the continuation of the Body 

of Christ in history, even as Mary’s motherhood is reflected in the motherhood of the Church.[23] In his continued pro-
tection of the Church, Joseph continues to protect the child and his mother, and we too, by our love for the Church, 

continue to love the child and his mother. 
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That child would go on to say: “As you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 

me” (Mt 25:40).  Consequently, every poor, needy, suffering or dying person, every stranger, every prisoner, every in-
firm person is “the child” whom Joseph continues to protect. For this reason, Saint Joseph is invoked as protector of the 

unfortunate, the needy, exiles, the afflicted, the poor and the dying.  Consequently, the Church cannot fail to show a 

special love for the least of our brothers and sisters, for Jesus showed a particular concern for them and personally iden-
tified with them. From Saint Joseph, we must learn that same care and responsibility. We must learn to love the child 

and his mother, to love the sacraments and charity, to love the Church and the poor. Each of these realities is al-
ways the child and his mother. 
 
6. A working father 
 

An aspect of Saint Joseph that has been emphasized from the time of the first social Encyclical, Pope Leo XIII’s Rerum 
Novarum, is his relation to work. Saint Joseph was a carpenter who earned an honest living to provide for his family. 

From him, Jesus learned the value, the dignity and the joy of what it means to eat bread that is the fruit of one’s own 
labour. 

In our own day, when employment has once more become a burning social issue, and unemployment at times reaches 

record levels even in nations that for decades have enjoyed a certain degree of prosperity, there is a renewed need to 
appreciate the importance of dignified work, of which Saint Joseph is an exemplary patron. 

 
Work is a means of participating in the work of salvation, an opportunity to hasten the coming of the Kingdom, to de-

velop our talents and abilities, and to put them at the service of society and fraternal communion. It becomes an oppor-
tunity for the fulfilment not only of oneself, but also of that primary cell of society which is the family. A family without 

work is particularly vulnerable to difficulties, tensions, estrangement and even break-up. How can we speak of human 

dignity without working to ensure that everyone is able to earn a decent living? 
 

Working persons, whatever their job may be, are cooperating with God himself, and in some way become creators of 
the world around us. The crisis of our time, which is economic, social, cultural and spiritual, can serve as a summons for 

all of us to rediscover the value, the importance and necessity of work for bringing about a new “normal” from which no 

one is excluded. Saint Joseph’s work reminds us that God himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work. The loss of 
employment that affects so many of our brothers and sisters, and has increased as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, 

should serve as a summons to review our priorities. Let us implore Saint Joseph the Worker to help us find ways to ex-
press our firm conviction that no young person, no person at all, no family should be without work! 

PATRIS CORDE - PARAGRAPHS 4, 5 & 6 
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THE MUSTARD SEED PROGRAM (SUMMARY) 
Initiated at Council 9202 by Advocate Arnie Knipp. 

 
 
 
 
 
   

We receive a CEO target (name & title, company name, and 
physical mailing address) of a company that supported Planned 
Parenthood during the previous year.  
 The target changes on a monthly basis, but over the years I 
have rarely written more than once to the same company. 
 Each of us will contact the subject CEO and express our ob-
jection to their support of PP. We write our own letters (form 
letters are discouraged) and sign them in blue ink.   
 
It appears to be effective for several reasons:  Raising aware-
ness of what the company is doing as sub-levels of organizations 
may occasionally act independently, or it is a rubber stamp pro-
gram not given a lot of focus during budgeting. A moral nerve is 
often struck. And, most importantly to management, CEO’s do 
not want to be on a boycott list by a large Catholic population 
of over 1 Billion worldwide.   

These companies contribute to 
the killing of children in the 
womb by donating to Planned 
Parenthood. 
Chevron 
BofA 
Adobe 
Gannet 
Marriott 
Cigna 
Advance Publications 
JP Morgan Chase 
Arthur Murray 
Meredith Corp 
New York Times 
Ameriprise Financial 
CME Group 
Group Danone 
Glaxo 
TD Bank Group 
Marlin-Gretzky 
Wyndham 
Disney 
Patagonia Works 
Symantec 
Nike 
Zions 
Clif Bar 
BP  
Saiontz & Kirk 
EMMIS  
TIFFANY  
WEIL GOTSHAL & MANGES  
BBJ RENTALS (Special Events) 
KAISER PERMANENTE  
WELLS FARGO 

Brothers: when are you going to plant your Mustard Seeds? 
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Most Holy Trinity, we put the United States of America 
into the hands of Mary Immaculate in order that she 
may present the country to you. Through her we wish 
to thank you for the great resources of this land and 
for the freedom which has been its heritage. Through 
the intercession of Mary, have mercy on the Catholic 
Church in America. Grant us peace. Have mercy on 
our President and on all the officers of our govern-
ment. Grant us a fruitful economy, born of justice and 
charity. Have mercy on capital and industry and labor. 

Protect the family life of the nation. Guard the precious 
gift of many religious vocations. Through the interces-
sion of our Mother, have mercy on the sick, the 
tempted, sinners—on all who are in need. 

Amen. 

(Excerpt from a prayer attributed to Archbishop John 
Carroll, first bishop of the United States) 

Pray to Mary, the Mother of God,  

Patroness of the  

United States of America. 


